
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Leviticus

STORY POINT: 
God made ways to forgive His people.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Exodus 15:2a

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is worship? Worship is celebrating 

the greatness of God.

TEACH THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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REVIEW THE STORY
(10+ MINUTES)
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LEADER Bible Study
The tabernacle was complete. God now had a place where His glory 
could dwell without causing the Israelites to fear death. God had given 
His people laws from the mountain, and He gave them more rules for 
living and worshiping Him in the tabernacle. These rules are recorded in 
the Book of Leviticus. The reasoning behind Leviticus can be found in 
Leviticus 19:2: “Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy.”

In Leviticus 17:11, God set apart the blood of a creature as the means 
for making atonement. This answers the question, “Why did Jesus have 
to die?” God’s requirement for the forgiveness of sins was the shedding 
of blood: “According to the law almost everything is purified with blood, 
and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness” (Heb. 9:22).

It is important to note a New Testament revelation about the sin 
offering. Hebrews 10:4 says, “It is impossible for the blood of bulls 
and goats to take away sins.” Then why did God require people to 
make sacrifices? The institution of a sacrifice was to point to something 
greater—the ultimate sacrifice God would make by sending His own 
Son, Jesus Christ, to pay for the sins of the world once and for all. (See 
Eph. 1:7; Rom 5:9.)

The Book of Leviticus contains many rules for the Israelite people, but 
we do not obey all the rules in Leviticus today because we trust Jesus, 
who obeyed the law perfectly for us.

Few—if any!—of the preschoolers you teach will be familiar with the 
Book of Leviticus. Use this session as an opportunity to emphasize God’s 
holiness and His requirement of a blood sacrifice for the forgiveness of 
sins. Lead them to treasure Jesus as the perfect and final sacrifice “who 
takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29).
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Rules for Sacrifice
Leviticus

When Moses met with God on the mountain, God gave him 
many rules and laws. These rules showed the people what it looks like 
to be holy. God is holy and He wanted to be with His people, but 

God’s people could not obey God’s laws perfectly. So God 
met with Moses in the tabernacle—the tent 

of worship—and He told Moses what 
to do when the people sinned.

First, God gave rules about 
offerings. Offerings are gifts 

people give to God, such as 
money or jewelry. Sometimes 
offerings were animals. People 
also gave grain and bread to 
God as gifts. The offerings 
had special purposes. When 
people wanted to praise God, 
they gave burnt offerings. 
When they wanted to say 

they were sorry for sin, they 
gave a sin offering.

God also gave rules about 
the priests. Priests were leaders 

who helped people worship God 
by making sacrifices. The priests also 

took care of the tabernacle, and they taught 
the people God’s rules for living right lives. Moses’ 

brother, Aaron, and Aaron’s descendants were the priests.
God told Moses about a special day that would happen once a 

year. It was called the Day of Atonement. Atonement means “making 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use a prop: Unroll 
a dramatically long 
“scroll of the law” 
as you tell the story. 
Emphasize the Christ 
Connection as you 
drop the scroll in a 
heap on the floor at 
the end. 

• Art: Draw the various 
types of offerings 
and other items from 
the story as you 
talk about them on 
a chalkboard or dry 
erase board. When 
you say “you will be 
made clean,” wipe the 
board clean. Draw a 
cross on the board as 
you explain the Christ 
Connection.

The BIBLE Story
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Rules for Sacrifice
Leviticus
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the people God’s rules for living right lives. Moses’ 
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year. It was called the Day of Atonement. Atonement means “making 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use a prop: Unroll 
a dramatically long 
“scroll of the law” 
as you tell the story. 
Emphasize the Christ 
Connection as you 
drop the scroll in a 
heap on the floor at 
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and other items from 
the story as you 
talk about them on 
a chalkboard or dry 
erase board. When 
you say “you will be 
made clean,” wipe the 
board clean. Draw a 
cross on the board as 
you explain the Christ 
Connection.

right what has been wrong.” The people needed to pay for 
their sin to make their relationship with God right again.

On the Day of Atonement, the high priest went into 
the most holy place, a very special room in the tabernacle. 
He made sacrifices for the sins of all the people. He 
offered one goat as a sin offering. The high priest put his 
hands on a second goat’s head to move the sins of the 
people to the goat. This goat was the scapegoat. Then the 
goat was led away into the wilderness to show that the 
people’s sins were taken away.

God said, “On that day your sin will be paid for. You 
will be made clean. You will be clean from all of your sins 
in My sight.”

God also gave the Israelites rules about how they should 
live. He said, “Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am 
holy.” God told the people how to be holy. God said, “Do 
not tell lies. Do not cheat. Love your neighbor as you love 
yourself. Obey My rules.”

Christ Connection: The Book of Leviticus is about the 
sacrifices God told His people to offer for sin. God wanted to 
show the Israelites that He was going to forgive people. God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to be the perfect sacrifice. Jesus forgives our sin 
once and for all.
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Rules for Sacrifice
BIBLE PASSAGE: Leviticus
STORY POINT: God made ways to forgive His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 

greatness of God.

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “Only One True God” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Guide Me, O Thou Great 
Jehovah.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
SAY • Does anyone remember some of the Ten 

Commandments we learned a few weeks ago? [Allow 
responses.] God’s people had trouble obeying God’s 
laws completely. In today’s Bible story, God told 
Moses what to do when the people sinned. 

Open your Bible to Leviticus. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut out the key passage marker. Place it at Exodus 15:2. 
Invite preschoolers to pass around the Bible as the key 
passage song “He Has Become My Salvation” plays. Stop 
the music. Lead the preschooler holding the Bible to open 
it to the key passage. Lead the group to say the key passage 
together. Continue passing the Bible as time allows.

• “Only One True God” 
song

• “Guide Me, O Thou 
Great Jehovah” song 

• Bible
• “Rules for Sacrifice” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
• Giant Timeline

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Key Passage Marker
• “He Has Become My 

Salvation” song
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SAY • Our key passage says the Lord is our song. He gives 
us joy. We can sing with joy because God sent His 
Son, Jesus, to be the perfect sacrifice who paid for 
our sin once and for all.  

Sing the key passage song together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question asks, What is worship? 

Worship is celebrating the greatness of God. God’s 
laws show us how holy He is. The people celebrated 
God’s holiness when they offered sacrifices. Now, we 
celebrate God’s holiness by praising Him for sending 
Jesus to be the perfect sacrifice.  

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God made ways to forgive His people. The Book of 

Leviticus is about the sacrifices God told His people 
to offer for sin. God wanted to show the Israelites 
that He was going to forgive people. God sent Jesus 
to be the perfect sacrifice. Jesus forgives our sin once 
and for all. 

Sing “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” and “You Must 
Be Holy” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for 
prayer by singing “I Will Stand.” You may also collect an 
offering.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to be the perfect 

sacrifice so that we do not have to offer sacrifices 
anymore. Thank You for forgiving us when we make 
wrong choices. Help us to worship You and give You 
our best. Amen. 

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Story Point Poster 
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” song 
• “You Must Be Holy” 

song
• “I Will Stand” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Rules for Sacrifice
BIBLE PASSAGE: Leviticus
STORY POINT: God made ways to forgive His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 

greatness of God.

Find what’s wrong
Instruct preschoolers to close their eyes. Move or change 
something in the room that is obvious such as flipping over 
a chair or putting something in the middle of the floor. 
Direct preschoolers to open their eyes and identify what is 
wrong or different. Choose someone to make it right. 
SAY • Thanks for making things right again. God told 

Moses about the Day of Atonement. Atonement 
means “making right what has been wrong.” The 
people needed to pay for their sin to make their 
relationship with God right again. God made ways 
to forgive His people. God sent Jesus to pay for our 
sin so we can be right with God once and for all. 

Explore Bibles
Set out several Bibles in various sizes and colors. Mark 
Leviticus in each Bible. Invite preschoolers to explore the 
Bibles, flipping through the pages and examining any 
pictures. Read some of the laws in Leviticus. 
SAY • God’s rules in the Bible show us what it looks like 

to be holy, like God. We make wrong choices, but 
God made ways to forgive His people. He told His 
people to offer sacrifices for sin. God sent Jesus to be 
our perfect, once-for-all sacrifice for sin.

• classroom items

• various Bibles 
• bookmarks
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Make bracelets
Guide preschoolers to string beads on chenille craft stems in 
a pattern to make bracelets.
SAY •  Can you think of someone to give your bracelet 

to? Jewelry was one of the offerings the Israelites 
gave God. Giving offerings was one of the ways 
they worshiped God. Worship is celebrating the 
greatness of God. 

Paint bread
Post an allergy alert. Mix food color into milk and pour into 
several bowls. Give each preschooler a piece of bread and 
a new paintbrush. Guide preschoolers to paint designs on 
bread. Toast the bread. Allow children to enjoy their toast. 
SAY •  People gave grain and bread to God as gifts. God’s 

people gave gifts as a way to worship God. What is 
worship? Worship is celebrating the greatness of 
God. 

Draw with wet chalk
Use painter’s tape to make a cross on heavyweight paper for 
each preschooler. Soak the ends of sidewalk chalk in water. 
Guide preschoolers to color the entire paper using the wet 
chalk. Carefully remove the tape to reveal a cross. Write the 
story point in the cross on each preschooler’s artwork.
SAY • The Book of Leviticus is about the sacrifices God 

told His people to offer for sin. God made ways to 
forgive His people. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be 
the perfect sacrifice. Jesus died on the cross for our 
sins. Jesus forgives our sin once and for all.

Transition to review the story

• chenille craft stems 
• beads

• Allergy Alert 
download

• bread slices
• milk 
• food color
• paper bowls
• new, clean 

paintbrushes
• paper plates
• toaster oven

• heavyweight paper
• sidewalk chalk
• plastic cups
• water
• painter’s tape 
• marker
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REVIEW the Story

SESSION TITLE: Rules for Sacrifice
BIBLE PASSAGE: Leviticus
STORY POINT: God made ways to forgive His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 

greatness of God.

Review
Point to the timeline as you review today’s Bible story. Ask 
the following review questions: 

1. What are offerings? (gifts people give God)
2. What did the people do when they wanted to say 

they were sorry for sinning? (gave a sin offering)
3. What was the name of the special day God told 

Moses about? (Day of Atonement)
4. What animal did the high priest use on the Day of 

Atonement? (goats)
5. Who forgave the people for their sins? (God)
6. What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 

greatness of God.
SAY • God gave many rules and laws that showed the 

people what it looks like to be holy like God. But 
God’s people could not obey His laws perfectly. God 
made ways to forgive His people. The Book of 
Leviticus is about the sacrifices God told His people 
to offer for sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be the 
perfect sacrifice for sin. Jesus forgives our sin once 
and for all. 

Sing the theme song, “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 
or the key passage song, “He Has Become My Salvation.”

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline
• Story Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” song 
(optional)

• “He Has Become My 
Salvation” song 
(optional) 
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You that even though we sin, You have 

made a way to forgive us. You showed the Israelites 
that You wanted to forgive them. You showed us 
You wanted to forgive us by sending Jesus to be the 
perfect sacrifice for our sin. Thank You for sending 
Jesus to forgive our sins once and for all. Amen.

Missions moment
SAY • Tara Jones, along with her family, is a 

missionary in Japan. She wants the women in her 
Bible study to know and believe that Jesus is the way 
to have forgiveness of sins. As you watch this video 
from Tara, listen carefully to how we can pray for her. 

Show the “A New Day” missions video. Remind children 
how important prayer is in God’s work. Lead preschoolers 
in prayer, asking God to answer Tara’s specific requests.

Follow directions
Line up preschoolers shoulder to shoulder. Tell preschoolers 
that they will move across the room, but they must follow 
your instructions exactly to do so. List three tasks for the 
preschoolers to follow in order. An example would be “spin 
around, crawl on the floor, and reach to the sky.” Most 
preschoolers will struggle to remember all three instructions. 
Repeat instructions as needed.
SAY •Following my instructions perfectly was hard! God 

gave His people many rules and laws to follow. God’s 
people could not obey the laws perfectly. God made 
ways to forgive His people. Jesus forgives our sin 
once and for all. 

• “A New Day” missions 
video
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